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Mask Options For WinSales Fields
WinSales Version: All Versions
Revision Date: 8/16/02
Support Document: supp170
Problem: What my options when using a MASK in the Administrator on the DEFINE A FIELD window.
Solution: Review the below chart on field mask options when working with numeric and date type fields. 
MaskXE "Mask"

XE "Formatting"  A mask is comprised of a series of symbols that determine how data in the field is to be formatted for display.

	Symbol
	Meaning

	0
	Digit place holder.  If the number has fewer digits than there are zeroes, on either side of the decimal point, leading or trailing zeroes are inserted.  Extra digits following the decimal point are truncated.  Extra digits before the decimal point are included.

	#
	Digit place holder.  Same as 0, except leading and trailing zeroes are not inserted if the number has fewer digits than there are #'s.

	%
	Percentage place holder.  The number is multiplied by 100 and the % character is inserted where it appears in the mask.

	,
	Thousand separator.  Group 0's and #'s before decimal point in groups of three using the comma.  The actual character used is determined by WIN.INI's sThousand= parameter.

	:
	Time separator.  Use to separate hours, minutes and seconds.  The actual character used is determined by WIN.INI's sTime= parameter.

	/
	Date separator.  Use to separate day, month and year when dates are being formatted.  The actual character used is determined by WIN.INI's sDate= parameter.

	-+$( )
	Display literal character.  To display characters other than these, precede each with a \ or enclose in quotation marks ( " ).

	\
	Display the next character as a literal.


A mask for formatting numbers can have from one to three sections, each separated by a semicolon ( ; ) as follows:

	 If you use:
	The result is:

	One section
	The mask applies to all numbers.

	Two sections
	The first section applies to positive numbers, the second to negative numbers.

	Three sections
	The first section applied to positive numbers, the second to negative numbers and the third to zeros.


The following example has two sections:   “#,##0.00 ; (#,##0.00)"

Some sample numeric formats are shown below.

	Mask
	Positive 1234
	Negative 1234
	Decimal 123.4

	none
	1234
	-1234
	123.4

	0
	1234
	-1234
	123

	0.00
	1234.00
	-1234.00
	123.40

	#,##0
	1,234
	-1,234
	123

	#,##0.00
	1,234.00
	-1,234.00
	123.40

	$#,##0;($#,##0)
	$1,243
	($1,234)
	$123

	0%
	123400%
	-123400%
	12340%


Date and time fields can be formatted with date/time or numeric masks.

	Symbol
	Meaning

	D
	Display day as number without leading zeros (1-31).

	Dd
	Display day as number with leading zeros (01-31).

	Ddd
	Display day as abbreviation (Sun-Sat).

	dddd
	Display day as a full name (Sunday-Saturday).

	ddddd
	Format according to WIN.INI's sShortDate= parameter.

	M
	Display month as number without leading zeros (1-12).

	Mm
	Display month as number with leading zeros (01-12).

	mmm
	Display month as abbreviation (Jan-Dec).

	mmmm
	Display month as a full name (January-December).

	Yy
	Display year as two-digit number (00-99).

	yyyy
	Display year as four-digit number (1900-2040).

	H
	Display hour as number without leading zeroes (0-23).

	Hh
	Display hour as number with leading zeros (00-23).

	M
	Display minute as number without leading zeros (0-59).

	Mm
	Display minute as number with leading zeros (00-59).

	S
	Display second as number without leading zeros (0-59).

	Ss
	Display second as number with leading zeros (00-59).

	Ttttt
	Format according to WIN.INI's sTime= parameter.

	am/pm
	Use 12-hour clock, append "am" or "pm" to display.

	a/p
	Use 12-hour clock, append "a" or "p" to display.
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